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CONTROVERSIAL POET-PLAYWRIGHT MICHAEL McCLURE AT S.G.W.U. MARCH 22 


Michael McClure, the San Francisco poet-playwright recently arrested in 
Los Angeles and charged with obscenity in connection with his play The 
Beard, will read his poems at Sir George Williams University this Friday, 
March 22. 


The reading will take place at 9:00 p.m. in the theatre of the Hall 
Building, Maisonneuve Boulevard and Bishop Street. 


While in Montreal McClure will be guest of the Department of Sociology, 
lecturing on the Hell's Angels. His recent book Freewheelin' Frank, 
Secretary of the Angels (Grove Press, 1967) provides a glimpse into a 
world that is as much misunderstood as it is condemned. 


Meat Science Essays (City Lights Press), Ghost Tantras, a book of 99 
stanzas in "beast language" and English, and Dark Brown (Auerhahn Press), 
a book-length poemdescribed by Jack Kerouac as "the most fantastic poem 
in America." 


The Times (of London) Literary Supplement says "Michael McClure's poetry 
and prose ... is one of the more remarkable achievements in recent 
American literature." 


Michael McClure says of Michael McClure: "I was born in the wheat and oil 
state of Kansas on October 20th, the same day as Rimbaud, in 1932. I 

grew up in Seattle on black beaches of the Pacific Ocean and returned to 
Wichita, Kansas and blossomed in a Kansas college in an aura of jazz, 
William Blake, Swedenborg, and the Visionary Surrealists. I made trips to 
New York and spent a year in Arizona. I am an atheist who believes in 

Jesus and the Greek poet of joy Anacreon. I am fascinated by Billy the 

Kid and Jean Harlow, In the nine years I've lived in San Francisco I've 
made a trip to the Orient (as merchant seaman), flights to New York, reading 
tours through the U.S., and two trips to Mexico (once to the mountains of 
Oaxaca to take films of the sacred mushroom). My poems and prose have 
appeared in "The Nation," "Evergreen Review," "Yugen," "Poetry," "Big Table," 
"City Lights Journal’ and "Kulchur." I have an unpublished novel of a 

boy's 17th year titled The Mad Cub and a recently-produced play, The Beard. 


ee 


"My eyes are intense dark brown and sometimes insane. I believe in LIBERTY, 
BEAUTY, FREEDOM, AND THE CREATION OF MY SOUL AND HELPING OTHERS IN THE 
CREATION OF THEIRS through poetry." 


Following his appearance at Sir George, McClure flies to Los Angeles to 
be tried March 25 on charges of using obscenity and disturbing the peace. 
He has pleaded not guilty to these charges stemming from the Los Angeles 
opening of The Beard. 


The one-act play has no traditional story line but depicts an encounter 

in a "blue velvet eternity" between "sex-folk heros" Jean Harlow and Billy 
the Kid. The final turn of the drama has Harlow and The Kid performing a 
sexual act, 


Norman Mailer calls The Beard "the most important one-act play to come 
along since The Zoo Story and Dutchman.” Kenneth Tynan says it is "a 
milestone in the history of heterosexual art." 


McClure is presently involved in a myriad of projects. He, Hell's Angel 
Freewheelin’ Frank, and electronic music composer George Montana are 

giving an informal series of coffee house recitals of what McClure calls 
post-psychedelic songs, including "Come on God and Buy Me a Mercedes Benz," 
and “Allen Ginsberg for President Waltz." He is also involved with a 
television documentary on the Haight-Ashbury district, a film by New York 
director Robert Cordier of his The Blossom or Billy The Kid, writing songs 


for groups like the Grateful Dead and the Wildflower,planning a film of 

The Beard (and preventing Andy Warhol from showing another film of the play 
shot without McClure's permission), writing music for a film by Kenneth Anger 
and working with director Stan McGinnis on a production of McCiure's 

The Feast} 


While McClure's subject matter varies, graphic language and physical 
activities play a major role in his writing. He explains: "There is a 
possibility that my books could be popular in a few years, because they deal 
with an area which is completely natural, and the repressions are being 
destroyed by myself, Ginsberg, the late Lenny Bruce, the students at Cal, 
and so on." 
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